September 23rd, 2001
Hi Gavin

Well, the world has certainly changed since I last wrote to you before my holiday in Turkey. As I mentioned in the first instalment of my time there, I can remember exactly where I was when news of the attack came through. As soon as I could, I looked around to see if I could get access to the Internet. Then I sent an e-mail to Leonie to get word about everybody. It was a relief to know that you were all safe. I was also interested in Leonie’s comments about what your unit might be doing. And just two days ago on the TV news there was a report from Camp Lejeune saying that Marines were leaving (though I don’t know where to). So I emailed Leonie again to see if that involved you. She replied telling me what you had told her. But I will following things with interest, of course.

While I was away I sent several postcards – 2 from the airline and 2 (I think) from Turkey. I hope you received them all. There were a postcard and a letter from you waiting for me when I got back. Both, I think, written while you were doing desert training. Again, thanks. It is nice to receive them. While I was in Turkey, there was a girl travelling on the Fez bus who has a brother in the Marines at Camp Pendleton. I don’t know their names but you are unlikely to know him as he enlisted later than you did. 


I will try to write a letter with a degree of normality to let you know about what is happening here in Hong Kong. The son of the Nigerian consul was jailed for two years for possession of a stun gun and for wounding an off-duty policeman. There had been a brawl outside a bar in Wanchai in which he was involved. There have been more reported cases of cholera in HK. This now brings the total for the year to about 40. Most of these are local cases with some of the others being imported. A restaurant in Yuen Long was closed down the other day as cholera bacteria were found in the water on the fish tanks. It will be allowed to re-open as soon as it has been sterilised. Remember that I told you the KCR lost a court case to build an extension line to Lok Ma Chau across an area that is ecologically important? Well, they have just announced that they will build a tunnel under part of this area and a viaduct over the remainder so as not to affect the area. However, this will add an extra $2 billion to the cost of the line. 


You may have heard of a very strong typhoon that swept across Taiwan causing a lot of damage and deaths. In some places, water was up to the second-floor windows of buildings. Well, the typhoon then headed toward HK. But it was weaker by this stage and eventually fizzled out and had little effect here. 


I also told you about Nana. She seems to have recovered from her stroke although she is still weak. If you have time, it would cheer her up if you can send her a brief note. However, it may not be possible given that you are on high alert.


Leonie also mentioned that you also want some money sent to you! Well, OK, I will send you some to help you. In your phone message you mentioned something about insurance which I did not understand clearly. But consider the advantages of living within your means/salary rather than going into debt and needing to be bailed out. That will mean that there will be things you want that will have to wait until you have saved up enough to pay for it. 


I think that’s about it for the time being. I will keep writing regularly and hope that you get all the letters. Cheers for now.

Love

Dad

PS. Just got a letter from the mail box a few minutes ago. Thanks. It will be good to see the photos you took while there. Do you actually have time to take pictures while training? I notice that the date on the envelope is September 10th! Well, things have changed since your stint in the desert, haven’t they? I guess you will not be going to New York for a while. About your education. Of course, I will cover fees for your education. That is one of the main reasons for trying to save some money. 
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